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LOVING GOD, LOVING OTHERS
a church family that inspires life 

transformation through the love of God

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 



HOME CONNECT WORSHIP GROW

fi
rs

t

OUR STORY

The story of First Baptist Church is the legacy of God’s movement in the lives of many people, men and women,  
boys and girls, all followers of Jesus.  The first meeting of those believers in Sioux Falls took place in 1875 when  
the population of the village was 500.  Since then, we’ve been serving Christ and this growing community  
in Southeastern South Dakota. 
 
Core to our existence is our call to love God and love others.  We recently tapped into that calling with a new  
mission statement:  Loving God, Loving Others.  Our beginning and our ending is to love God and our neighbor,  
and in the middle, we also love – this is the simple and yet complex call of the Savior.   
Love is First. Love is Last.  Love is In-Between. 

LEGACY

Through those 145 years, the people of First Baptist have felt called to be a 
missional people, starting churches, supporting global missions, acting as a 
redeeming and reconciling force in the community, and forming Christian lives by 
championing discipleship.  Early in that history, First Baptist had a vision for Christian 
Higher Education – and in 1883, they birthed The Dakota Collegiate Institute, now 
known as the University of Sioux Falls. 

COMMUNITY

First Baptist is historically and proudly a partner in the American Baptist Churches 
USA.  We love sharing in the mission of Christ both globally and locally.  We thrive 
under the “big tent” that is ABCUSA – where freedom of soul and scripture and 
church and faith is celebrated and lived out.   

GROWTH

Lately as we have been celebrating our storied history, our present vitality and  
our hopeful future, we have invited people to plant their faith in an old growth 
forest.  First Baptist is just that – a rich forest of old growth faith.  That doesn’t  
mean that we have been allowed to grow undisturbed and ancient.  Old growth 
forests develop along a pathway that includes low-intensity and some high-
intensity disturbances along the way.  We’ve been blessed by peace but not 
always tranquility, so we know how to weather storms.  And, old-growth 
ecosystems contribute to diversity and the growth of the new forest as fresh sprigs 
find their way to set down roots next to the old growth which knows the nearest 
path to water and establishes security as the root systems interlock.
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WORSHIP

We are called to worship God every day.  But as a church family, we worship together on Sunday Mornings.

TWO SERVICES. ONE BODY.

TRADITIONAL

9 AM
CONTEMPORARY

10:30 AM

CONNECTION TIME

10 AM

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

The traditional service has 
traditional aspects of worship 
such as hymns accompanied 
by piano and organ, vocal 
and handbell choirs, and 
other traditional elements 
during the service.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

The contemporary service has 
praise and worship led by a 
contemporary band in a 
casual atmosphere in the 
Family Life Center.

CHILDREN

Children are welcome in both services.  We also have KidZone, a place where kids 
worship together in smaller groups according to ages and/or school grades. MORE 

INFO
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GROW

Discipleship is a life-long journey and requires us to take an active posture in our relationship with God and 
others.  Below are our opportunities to grow in relationship with God and others.

BIBLE STUDY OPPURTUNITIES

- The Journey // Sundays // 9am // The Study 
- Matthew // Tuesdays // 9:15am // The Study 
- Partnering with God as His Image // Sundays // 9:00 & 10:30 am // Parlor 
- Young Adult Life Group // Every Other Tuesday // 7:30 pm 
- In the Meantime // Sundays // 10:30 am // Fellowship Hall 
- Women’s Study of John // Wednesdays // 9:15 am & 6:30 pm // Parlor 
- Ephesians // Sundays // 10:30 am // The Study 
- Parenting // Wednesdays // 6:30 pm // Fellowship Hall 
- Topics from the Headlines // Sundays // 10:30 am // Chapel 
- Men’s Study of John // Wednesdays // 6:30 pm // The Study 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

NURSERY 
- Nursery care is provided for children ages birth through 3 years old. All kids are 
loved and cared for by dedicated KidZone staff and volunteers who believe that 
kids and their families matter!  The nursery is located on the 1st floor.  
 
KIDZONE 
- Preschool and elementary children experience a variety of activities during their 
worship gatherings including singing, learning from God’s word, participating in 
hands-on activities and engaging in meaningful conversations with their leaders.  
Preschool children must be potty trained before moving up from the Nursery.

ONE STUDENT MINISTRY

We are a team-driven student ministry and we believe in the next generation. We 
desire our students to encounter and live out love of God, love of others, and love 
of self.  
- We believe we have ONE purpose: to be images of God in the world by loving 
God, and loving others (Genesis 1:27). 
- We believe the next generation is worth investing in. Students are not problems to 
be solved, but people to love (Ephesians 2:10). 
-We believe in creating a small group culture that develops authentic relationships 
and authentic faith.


